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daunting challenges of modern society. They
do this all while meeting the day-to-day re-
sponsibilities of class projects, car payments,
and the flu season. And yet, they succeed,
determined to protect what is so precious to
them and to make brighter futures for them-
selves, their children, and their Nation.

Each year we welcome the opportunity to
set aside a day to acknowledge all that our
mothers—whether biological, adoptive, or
foster—have given us. It is a time to reflect
on all we have gained from their guidance,
care, and sacrifice and a time to openly ex-
press our gratitude and love. The Congress,
by a joint resolution approved May 8, 1914
(38 Stat. 770), has designated the second
Sunday in May each year as ‘‘Mother’s Day’’
and requested the President to call for its
appropriate observance.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 11, 1997, as Moth-
er’s Day. Whether we are able to share this
special day with our mothers or are blessed
with memories of them, in our hearts they
are with us always. I urge all Americans to
express their love and respect for their moth-
ers and to observe this day with appropriate
ceremonies, activities, and programs.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventh day of May, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
seven, and of the Independence of the Unit-
ed States of America the two hundred and
twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 8, 1997]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 9.

Proclamation 7000—Peace Officers
Memorial Day and Police Week,
1997
May 7, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Law enforcement officers are true heroes,

quietly risking their lives every day to protect
our public safety and private property. The
routine, everyday nature of their courage
makes it all the more extraordinary. Day and
night, these brave men and women leave
home, put on their badges, and report for
duty, putting their lives on the line for the
rest of us.

Today, an estimated 587,000 men and
women are sworn police officers, working to
enforce our Nation’s laws and maintain order
in our society. As citizens we owe these offi-
cers respect and gratitude, and Police Week
is a welcome time for us to join together and
salute these officers for the selfless work they
carry out so faithfully all year long.

Sadly, during Police Week we also pause,
on Peace Officers Memorial Day, to remem-
ber our fallen officers. Last year, 117 Fed-
eral, State, and local officers were killed in
the line of duty. Although this number
dropped to the lowest level in over 30
years—and the number of police officers
killed by firearms alone dropped to 55 from
71 the previous year—these statistics, com-
piled by the National Law Enforcement Offi-
cers Memorial Fund, remain a cause for
great concern. The loss of any police officer
is a tragedy, and as a Nation, we mourn and
remember these men and women who made
the ultimate sacrifice by giving their lives.
While we can never repay the debt we owe
to these fallen officers and their families, we
can—and must—honor their memory by car-
rying on their crusade to make America a
better and safer place.

By a joint resolution approved October 1,
1962 (76 Stat. 676), the Congress has author-
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ized and requested the President to des-
ignate May 15 of each year as ‘‘Peace Officers
Memorial Day’’ and the week in which it falls
as ‘‘Police Week,’’ and, by Public Law 103–
322 (36 U.S.C. 175), has directed that the
flag be flown at half-staff on Peace Officers
Memorial Day.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 15, 1997, as Peace
Officers Memorial Day and May 11 through
May 17, 1997, as Police Week. I call upon
the people of the United States to observe
these occasions with appropriate ceremonies,
programs, and activities. I also request the
Governors of the United States and of the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, as well as
the appropriate officials of all units of govern-
ment, to direct that the flag be flown at half-
staff on Peace Officers Memorial Day on all
buildings, grounds, and naval vessels
throughout the United States and all areas
under its jurisdiction and control. I also invite
all Americans to display the flag at half-staff
from their homes on that day.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this Seventh day of May, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
seven, and of the Independence of the Unit-
ed States of America the two hundred and
twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:47 a.m., May 9, 1997]

NOTE This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 8, and it was
published in the Federal Register on May 12.

Remarks at the Welcoming
Ceremony at the Central American
Summit in San Jose, Costa Rica
May 8, 1997

Thank you very much. President Figueres,
thank you for bringing us all together. And
to my fellow leaders from Central America
and the Dominican Republic, thank you for
coming. To all of you, to our distinguished
guests, to all Ticos and all the people of
Central America, let me say, Es realmente
un nuevo dia.

Less than a decade ago, much of the
Americas was still dominated by civil war, re-
pression, and hopeless poverty. Today, we
celebrate the advance of peace, growing
prosperity, and freedom across our hemi-
sphere. And we honor the remarkable men
and women of Central America who helped
to lead the way.

When the history of our region and our
time is written, it will record your courage
and your strength in ending four decades of
conflict, braving the threat of bombs and bul-
lets to cast ballots, embracing the challenge
of economic reform, and opening the door
to a new era of partnership among all our
nations.

President Figueres, in that epic struggle,
Costa Rica, this nation of brothers, has been
a wise leader and set a powerful example.
Waging peace as tenaciously as others have
waged war, Costa Rica has shown that a
country does not need an army to be strong.
We thank Costa Rica and its leaders for
building a vibrant democracy that takes care
of its citizens and shoulders its responsibil-
ities in the world.

Three years ago, our hemisphere’s 34 de-
mocracies met in Miami at the historic Sum-
mit of the Americas to secure the hard-won
gains our nations have made and to make
them work for all our people. Today in San
Jose, in the first summit between the leaders
of the United States, Central America, and
the Dominican Republic in almost three dec-
ades, we stand before you united in our
course determined to advance together to
help the daily lives of our people in better
jobs, safer streets, cleaner air, brighter hopes
for our children and their future.

We are here to help our economies grow
and to grow closer by opening our markets,
protecting our workers, and sharing more
fairly the benefits of prosperity. We are here
to give all our people the tools to succeed
in the global economy by making good edu-
cation the birthright of every citizen of every
country here.

We are here to strengthen our democ-
racies by standing against the criminals, the
drug traffickers, the smugglers who exploit
open borders to threaten open societies, and
we are here to protect our future by launch-
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